
whether its internal traJe, required that internal improvement#
should be made.
Now, at that time the Government of the United States

owed a debt of one hundred million dollars, In addition to

paying the interest oa that debt it had made a great appropri¬
ation for the purpose of liquidating the principal, liy the

funding act, which was then passed, ten millions of dollars

were set aside annually for the purpose of liquidating the debt

of the United States, which was to be applied before the other

expenditures were met. Now, while that debt was in the

process of being paid.while the Government ol the United
.States were discharging ten millions of the public debt annual¬

ly.it was at that time, and during that process, that these

appropriations were made ; and made, as I have already
»aid, with reference to the residuum that should remain in the

Treasury of the I nited States alter meeting the appropriations
made by law. Now, 1 well remember that while this process
uras going forward, it was the prevailing opinion in this House
that, whenever the public debt of the country should be paid,
ihe sinking fund of ten million dollars, which would then be

disengaged, would necessarily lie appropriated to some other
object. It was supposed that the great interests of the coun¬

try.that its industry would nut be at so great a charge as

that this ten million dollars annually raised f»r that purpose
thould at once be closed up. It is true, the friends of internal
improvement looked forward to valuable shouid"be
be discharged as o Was' supposed that the revenue of tlf£
SSfifffry would remain the same, and it was supposed that this
ren millions ot dollars would be sjKnit in increasing the civil
and military and naval expenses of the country, unless it were
applied to this great system of internal improvements. That
it would be spent somewhere was very evident; and it was a

?juestiou among the friends of internal improvenients'whethcr,
when that debt was paid, the sinking fund should be paid out

to the i>eople of this country lor the labor and materials ne¬

cessary for these great public works, or whether there should
he in the place of it an enormous increase in the ordinary ex¬

penditures of the Government.
Now, it so happened that just at the moment when this

national deb: was paid off, the Executive of the United States
thought proper.at the very instant when the nation had
greater ability than it had ever had before.the Executive of
the United States thought proper to lay his hand upon that
branch of appropriations and to arrest it. And, sir, what fol¬
lowed, when that ve to, which is alluded to in the present m-s

sage of the President of the United States, was sent to the
House . It was at a time when this Government was in the
receipt of a large surplus revenue. The result of omitting to

mike any disposition of this sinking fund was, in the first!
place, largely to swell the expenditures and extravagance ofj
the Government itself. That was the first result. The next

consequence was, that in the course of two or three years an

accumulation of about forty millions of surplus was found to
Ik- i:i the Treasury of the United States, locked up. Forty
millions of dollars, which went to bring about a state of ex-1
citement in this p.iuntry, of speculation, of financial derange¬
ment, that finally terminated in a convulsion which shook not

merely the Government of this country, but all its industrial
interest* to their very centre. Now, suppose, instead of the
accumulation of this forty millions of dollars in the Treasury
of the United States.which was loaned out liberally all over
the country, going to inflate and expand its currency, and
swell its business.suppose that 'ten millions of dollars had
been anr.uallv appropriated to the improvement of your rivers
and harbors: that it had been paid out over this country to the
" toiling millions," (to use the language of the President,)
for their labor and the materials that would have been neces¬

sary for these great public works, what would have been' the
consequence It woulii have relieved your Treasury from
this penalty ; it would not, as has been argued by the Presi¬
dent ot the I nited States.it would not have involved this
country in a debt; it would have saved the country from the
convulsion that followed. Sir, that would have been the
e fleet of permitting that system, which was then wisely estab¬
lished, to have taken its course. But, sir, instead ol that, in¬
stead of these moneys being appropriated in that mode, spread¬
ing Ueir benefits over the country, enlarging the commerce of
the country, building up your defences.instead of that, we
ail know where it went to, ami what was the consequence.

-¦ Now, in reference to that declaration of the President of the
l nited States, that by the veto of the then President of the
L nited States, and the arresting the then contemplated system
ot iniernal improvements, the country was savtd from beirnr
involved in such a debt as he has estimated-a de laration
coming from authority so high and respectable ns that of the
resident of the L nited States is calculated, among the honed

prople of this country, to create a prejudice not merely against
the system of internal improvem nts, but against those who
then contemplated the appropriation of a portion of the rove
nues of this country /or .hat purpose. Mah.lv lor this reason

'

,
btfore (hl< false impression shall go out to the

country, do I desire to take notice ofit, and to say there is not,
.Here never was a party in this House who contemplated to
carry out the system of internal improvements by borrowing
money and p.unging the country into debt. I know of no
gentleman on thisTW who has been a more uniform friend
ot internal improvement* than myself, and yet I never have
saeti the day when I would have -.oted appropriations for .hi,
system that would have added t.> the debt of the United Sutea
or rather . have nev..r SPen the day when I would have raised
a loan for fie purpose of carrying on internal improvements
-Nor do I believe there a any such party. My view of the
system ol internal improvements is this: 1 would keep up the
military, naval, and civil establishments of the country ; if
there was any surplus remaining I would devote it to internal
improvements. And I mean harbors on the seaboa d as well
as on the lakes ; improvements on the exterior as well as the
interior 1 would devote it to those purpoees Piat would facili¬
tate interco nmunication ; that would build up the trade of the
country not merely among ourselves but with foreign nations.
And, sir, all the argument which is so elaborated by the Pre¬
sident of the L nited Stares, who congratulates, or seonu to
congratulate, the country on having escaped from b^ing in-
volved in a debt that would not have been discharged-it is
all an error, ail a delusion. And it arose from the fact that
the President of the L nited «Statcs cannot have given to the
history of this subject that investigation which it requires.

. lr. \ repeated the wish, in concluding, that this message
should go to the Committee on Commerce before it was print
e.1, and when it was printed that the message itself and the
reply to it Stiould go out together to the people of this coun-
ry, so that there might be fair,'plav, and that all who rea 1 mav

£LVn to .<* both sides of thiii question befort*
1 y fi>r»nea their 0}union up*u it.
Mr. HAUAI,SON n)t rj<e t0 . ,remtr|t_ r

the gentleman from Ohio; fir, if he understood that gentleman
ou7of ihcTy r^0" lhi* SU,'j*ct at ,!,is 1)011 would .tie
out of place. I hey were necessarily wry much in the dark
for no gentleman could fully understand the p nitions taken in
the meesage, and consequently could not pr .perlv make them
the subject of discussion in this Hou» n.it .t.

*. <«.» ««*> -t «ST;L tore*
.
»»m, .wio» of tb,. Ih SivJSSt
wait and permit the reply to go forth before they . Ilt the mis
sage itself. He was not apprized of the course ol !eSi,|stt m

u*uaI to take with message* .f this description, bn- it
would seem to him that another rnoti n other than that which
h id been made would be the proper one under the circuin
stances in which they were placed. If he understo «] th
aright, .twos a message from the President of the United Sf.t.-
Ktving his reasons why he had refused his assent to a bill of t!,.
last session of Congress; and, in the first place, any discus
won of it Iwrore they had had ail opportunity to read and un¬
derstand it would be out of place. It seemed to him, there-
tore, that the motion should be to lay it upon the table ant!
print it. I oat would |w the prof,er motion to make on thif

iT' l° all"w a Tvp,y tw K° f"r,h t,pfjru lhc ">es

£HT' 10 lLe c"u""y understood
by the Hoi,ne. I' could not i« concealed that its co.itenh

be! ll\'fr"!n d,v fo da>'' a:"} replic, woul,

thia floor M V* ncjvocatee of internal improvements on

nei Zentf^r y "V'i, nce hvi u'"" of the re.di-
ness of gentlemen to , la~,. thamsebes in oppositi ,n to the r-o-

sr 1
'
." --u

wrong in saying that there would b.r fifty ,ep|1M to it 0n thi.
£S' WKCe "y W(mld ;» -nt to every comer of th,

/'y, ,hen' "e,vl withhold the message until an

a committee' u,d l"> * l" 'he coun'ry from

not l>e withheld fr^'tU^,^ V ^ ' 'l"0 T°uM
the Reporter's tables L,X 7 l"*-^V
.Jie whole go forth to the <. «pl^ whfch

:"r»
The 8PF4KPU .i «

. ® *** printed.
thJt k! iff .

". the gentleman from Georgia
that be had coupled two motioiiii r ....i, ,¦

»,d the other was not debluble * ^ °f Wl"ch W3<

Mr. HARALSON presumed th. v r, oi.i i» a- i i

the question taken first <>n or e and r.. \ h'*' !' B"

The SPEAKER replied tha- uni, V . '.
rate*?, one being debatiblr, Ihe debate * m

Mr HARALSON then w.Jl ..«!?, t T
mg, first that the messjge I* printed ; \ .

" J '."V
.hould move to.lay it on the Ul.ie if tl.. wei. ^£

¦ ?>r. iJ \ V |,i .ot rlw. to (>nu>r 1(Jto a
»

ol tbe qufsl.'nis which had been debated there t',,, ,) v ,

ly, trie |«m.r of Congress over the subject of iim^ve-
* Hrt .bookl reserve himself f..r a more npnropriste c-

casion to express his views on that question. !(u! ro e tu

reply loiwme posilio .s which he und»rst. .|
from Ohio (Mr. ViWTOi) to have a-stimed. T;. ^ei.tlemaii
from Ohio had informed them that thel'resident of ih-'l'inird
Sutes, in his message, had staf d t/iat but for the mteri'. .ki-

tion of the veto of Gen. Jackson, arresting the sysU ni of in
ternal improvements by this Government, the co,im,v wou|,j
bare been involved in debt to the amount of $200,00'! 000
for improvement* which were then Contemplated. I'hat he
understood to be the fM>ifit t . which the gentleman from < >hio
'»f»jecte«l. The gentleman fromOhio -ays that he wag here
¦i that time, and that there was r,0 parly here that was in
/avor of involving this G ivernmerit in debt for the purp.ise f
tar yir.g on internal improvements, lie s«i I all that^.is th n

couU-mplaiod was the expenditure ol the Unapp opritte«l b,i
lar: einthe Treasury. Now, did not the gentleman from
Ohio, in the fulness of bis information, know, that if there ej-

iated no such purpose the fame result w as involved At that
time the debt of the United State* had not been paid, ami, in

addition to #10,01)0,000 that was set apait as a «n^n8 lund,
the law providing for the paymeut of the public debt also pro¬
vided that all balance# should go toward* extinguishing the
public debt. If, then, the money was taken from the I rea-
'urv, which by law wa» set apart for ihe extinction of the
public debt, was it not the same a* if ihey had passed a loan
bill to have met those appropriations '

.

I, was very clear to him (Mr. U ) that in e Vet such a

cour»e, if pursued, would have been autagonistical to that
which the gentleman from Ohio represented to have been in¬

tended. And so far from the .tatemcnt ot the President of
the I'nited States Wing over the mark in thw particular, if as

the debt that would have been contracted at >-00, ,0 , in

hi! (Mr. H '«) opinion the President had greatly underrated
it What had beo:i the experience ol the country Look
a,' ,he condition of the States. Many of them were involved
in bankruptcy, and were driven almost to the alternative of
repudiation. This too occurred, notwithstanding the more

direct responsibility of the representative to the constituency
he represented, growing out of the smalh.ess o the constitu¬

ency. And ii\ the aecond place there was betterloc*. tufor-
I .^Vi'ell>^si!i^re«!^KrerwMnt«1arcely"a member, with even a

little geographical information, who was not able to judge of
the necessity and the propriety of the appropriation. But
how would it be if power were granted to the General Gov¬
ernment to make appropriations for internal improvements to
the extent claimed ? What member would possess the ne-

cessary information ? How were they to get the necessary
information ' Tlmy must relv upon the representation* of
the districts, and they would be interested in deceiving them,
or r,.|v en the reports of engineers, and they were too often
deceptive. Thus, then, they would not have in their legis'a-
tion any etter information than that which was no safeguard
npainst extravagance in'the States.

Hut more than all, there was a restraint upon the State
Legislatures which did not exist in the Ueneral Government.
direct taxation. In the States the representative who voted
for expenditures had to vote to raise the money; and how could
it be done but by direct taxation ' And they all knew with
what terror a representative in any of the States would return
to a constituency on whom he had voted to lay taxation in
that form. However they might be deluded bv argument* to
believe that taxation is a blessing, when it led to direct taxa¬
tion the argument would fail to carry conviction home, lor
then the appeal was made to the pur*e. Here, however,
there were other interests Here was the great tarill interest.
which was to be benefited by taxation, and which would vote

expenditures without respect to the application ol the money.
There were also local interests combined with the tariff inte¬

rest, and all representatives from the portions ot the count!y
that were to be benefited by the application of the money
would vo'e for appropriations without those powerful restraints
existing in the States. But if they went on here to the verge ol
bankruptcy, what would be the condition of the country
He said when he rose that he did not intend to go into an

elaborate discussion, but simply to reply to the remarks of the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Vintos) on one point; and on

that point suppose such a purpose as the gentleman indicated
had existed in Congress at that time ; suppose there was no

| disposition to expend more money than the available
in the Treasury, did the gentleman believe that after they had
once commenced the system, there would have been power,to
resist it ? : they would have contracted a debt, but the>
would have avoided the liquidation of that debt. W hat had
been the experience of the country since 1 During the la-t
session of Congress, in a time of war, when the Government
was compelled to resort to heavy loans to sustain the war; at
a time at which it was predicted in all quarters that we could
not raise the monev except at a great sacrilice, with the tan!.
of 1846 in existence.under such ciicumstances, by a large
majority, appropriations were made for internal improvements
to the amount of a million and a half ol dollars. He repeat-
»d, this was during a time ot war to sustain the national ho¬
nor, when all its resources were necessary ; and it at such a

time bills of this sort could be passed, he would ask what,
when the ptessure of war was passed, would be the end ot
the extravagance that would follow ' Figures would scarce¬ly tell the amount. The ability of this" nation wou.d be
stretched to its utmost tension, and it would be scarcely suf¬
ficient.

. . ,.| *Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, said it was not likely
that the Hou=e would dispose' of this subject to-day. He
therefoie moved that the House adjourn.
The motion was not agreed to.
Mr. STEWA ItT suggested to the gentleman from Illinois

to withdraw his proposition to refer to the Committee on Com¬
merce, and substi'ute a motion for a special committee. He
thought the subject was of sufficient importance to justify
the creation of a special committee, and to entitle it to such a

reference. He should even like to see it referred to a commit-
tee of one from each Stale of this I won. He had listened
with attention to this message ; and ihwas nothing more nor
less than a denial by the Executive of the rijht ol this (.<»*-
ernment over internal improvements, not only on the likes,
but on the seab oarJ. It denied the power of this Govern
m-nt on that subject in all »«" This was a new view
of thiw suKject. It had Ween reserved to the present t resident
to make the grand discovery that every President who ha#
preceded him has violated the constitution. W hy, the pre¬
sent Executive himself has violated the constitution, if the

I vie .vs expressed in this messaje are well founded, for» he has
himself sanctioned appropriations which he now denounces as
unconstitutional. This was an attempt on the part of the
President to break down and destroy one of the moot import
an' ami valuable powers conferred by the constitution onCon-
ere-s.the power of improvement; the power to improve the
internal condition of our comm n coun'rv. This most valua-| hie and lieneficial power was now to be stricken down by the
Executive arm ; this great and salutary power was to be de-
stroyed. And what then would be the condition of the great
interior of the coun'ry 1 He asked gentlemen who represent
the interior of the country and the great West, the country of
the livers, and lakes, and inland seas, how were returns of] the public money, which was taken from all alike, to bemade
to trie districts from which it conW, if this power is to he de¬
stroy ' The great West might pour out its money like its
rivers to the Atlantic, hut destroy this power and they would
destroy the means which alone could carry it bacl: auain and
diffuse it, like the fertilizing showers, over the whole country
Our navy, with its shipyards, wereori the s»aboard ; our f>rt«
and fortifications and light-houses are all on the seaboard and
all other sources of expenditure by this Government were
now in M< xic.o and other foreign lands; and, according to
this message, the interi. r ot the country was to be severed
from the lienefitsof all national disbursements, now and for¬
ever. Ho wished gentlemen from the West to tell him how
any | art of the money collected by this Government can be
expended in the interior, if the power of internal improvement
is not possessed by this Government.
Had not this power l<een exercised from the foundation of

the Government to the present hour, and whe e was the debt
or th- dai.ger * Gentlemen might as well n il him that there
was dar.L'. r in making appropriations to build fortification*
because this power might be abused. "J'he same objectionmight be made to appropriations for the army and the navy,f >r they too might be abused and debts might lie contracted.
There was no power possessed by this Government that might
no! If al>u«ed by bad men ; the remedy for this is in tip hands
f t! !. |ieople. Debt was the object! >n raised by the President

to rr< ate a'arm and deter us from making internal improve-
rnent* s bu there was no difficulty ah »ut contracting debts for
o'he? r,,,.r rt*. Was not the Proi.lcnt now involving the coun-

, try in a. 1 by the prosecution of his war upotf Mexico * And
t: >w mr.i' m >re valuable and important would thedisburse-
mi -,' of the millions and tens ol million- which this war will

, require m improvement of our internal condition ? For
I !ns i put he would rather sec this money thus expendedthan ;.r -.! 'itel to the prosecution of a War whe-h the Presi-

dent had himself nude without consulting Congress, the war-
making power. The President not only assumes all powersof pcac- and -a ir, but in the message ju«t read he nrro^.ii«>s
the rii»!it to p'i x.'ifcc to us our hmit«." thus fbrrhalt thou goand no furth r

" Hut where was the dinger of d»bt«, con¬
solidation, and di-'iiii .ii refertcd to so often in this mes-nge '

This terrible p nver ! «¦! lieen exercised from the foundation of
this Governrrter t ,\ p twet which he affirmed was n* eleir
and urwpi -ti na'-i n- any ot! erexercis«d by this (»overnm»'nt
He would a'l( the gentleman from Soo'li Carolina, (Mr.|{nr.TT,) who d nied the po->*nfsinn of this power, where he

got the power to uild fort' and fortification'', and to east c«n-
non, ami proVele munitions of war, in the constitution ' No¬
where. Put tie", exerc.srd this power, Ixicause it wa< an
.ir i lent to the j ,«rr to raise arrni,es. I be power to inak'-
internal impr.».»rmen's was not an express but an incidental
powe . Con','re ha-' tli" etpress right conferred by the eon
stitution to regulate rornmcrce with foreign nations and lie-
lw<en the States, utid t' ey ad the express power to employ"all the nomi th ,i n< .cK«sry an I proper to carry int
effect the 'oreuotrig l owers.*' Tiny had not o'tly constitu¬
tional authority to ri gn'aic r ..inmerce srnong the Sta'es, but
ttiey have p m t-> d. fi-nd tic country in war, and to Iran
port tin1 mails im! .- iv'l.nd 'he express p.jwer to employ all
the m« atis that w. n- n>n Mary and proper to carry into < ff < I
these powers And w»-r< not roads and canals necessary to
regula'e eommeri .. im ingt'ie Sutes, defend the country, arid
transport thp ni.rl ' And who but (Jungress could ^judge ot
tli. fi'm ss and [l Ojwii-'v ot the means to l>c emplovet. in car

rying into rffr'-t t!n <c ii d express powers ' ('ongrt ss,
as the ircntlernan fr in 'iiili ma (Mr. C. It Smith) had said,could a'one judge. When they carried out an express power,
they W> re to n*e the tre aus that were neccssary. Arid w' ere
wh- th»» liintta'iori ' The. only limiistion was this ; that the
in* n" employed -led! !n> " n' cessary anil proper to the end
to br accomplished Who -hull prescribe to Congress where
to build a fort ' For this (iovornment, it is conceded, has
the ruht t build fori* and foil fi itions. And why ' It was not
etpr. ss. but incidei 'nl only to the war rnsktr.g power Who,
tl en, shall dictate.to Congrisa where to buihl forts, coristfuet
f .rtilicaii »ns, pia e !iuoy«, erect huhth 'U«es, or construct hsr-
bors or reads ^ Who but '"oi ^ress esn judge of the place
where it was necessary a id proper to place them
He apprehended therr was no power m rc clear #nd un

doubted than the great power of national defence arj nation¬
al improvement, and it wan tla- last power that be would con¬

sent to surrender. Uut the President said in this measure that
the Slutes, and not the Federal Government, would provide
for these improvements. And must thin Government, which
it charged with the power to regulate internal commerce,
transport the mail, and detend the country in time of war, be
defendant on the States for the means of executing their gteal
power* ' The constitution never contemplated sach a.i ab¬
surdity

Suppose a road would be more " necessary and proper" to
the defence of the country than a lort, would the Government
have the power then to make a ruad ' Moat unquestionably,
for Congress was the judge of the fitness of the means
without limitation. The Government could exercise that
power even to the construction of a railroad to Oregon, or

front north to south. A good system of railroads, in hisjudg¬
ment, would be much more available for the national defence
than any system of fortification* that could be devised, and
useful ulike in peace or war.

If we had had our present railroads from the North to this
place during the last war, this Capitol and the President's
House would never have been sacked and burnt by u foreign
enemy. lf> as now, we could havo transported forces from

V.w Vorlt, Philadelphia, and liullinioie, this dis¬
grace would never have occurred.

lii>> view of the power of Congress over this whole sub. eel
wji this : each of the express powers carries with it its wn
appropriate means of execution ; without this, this Govern¬
ment could never have been put in motion. Congress vvus

expressly invested with the essential power of employing all
the means necessary lor carrying into full effect the great sub¬
stantive power conferred ujioii it. The constitutional piovi-sion, then, which gives to Congress power to regulute com¬
merce between the ttlatcs carries with it the power to improve
livem and barters. livery express power carries its inciden¬
tal powers with it; so the power to transport the moils carries
widi it t!ie power to make mail roads, und do all other thin;;*
which are necessary and proper to secure the transmission of
the mail. The military power carried with it the power to
make military r^ads as well as supply cannon and fortifications,
if equally necessary and proper for the national defcnce. The
power of internal improvement was not, therefore, derived
from one but from several grants of power in the constitution ;
it was the power to employ the means that were necessary to

accomplish the great ends of Government. If gentlemen
woud look at the decisions of the Supreme Couit they would
find this doctrine clearly laid down by Chief Justice Marshall
on several occasions.
He well remembered the fact which had been alluded to by

the gentleman from Ohio. The board of internal improve¬
ment, under the act of 1824, was organized by Mr. Calhoun,
then Secretary of War. This board was employed several
years in making a national map, with estimates amounting,
an the President said, to more than a hundred millions of dul-
lais, lor the use of Congress, and which Congress was to take
up and carry out, selecting the most important first, from time
to time, when surplus means were on hand. Hut nobody
ever dreamed of incurring a debt ot one hundred millions of
dollars, as was slated in the President's message just read.
Nor had this power ever been abused, nor could it ever l>c
ibused ; for, bel'jre any object could be entered upon, it must
receive the approval of a majority of the members of this
House, and also of the Senate : and no object that was not
national in its character could ever receive this high sanction.
In this was the great security against the abuse of this power;
and hence he contended the danger apprehended by the Presi¬
dent was visionury und groundless. Such were briefly his
views of the power^of this Government over this whole
subject.
He would again say that he .hoped the motion of the gen¬

tleman from Illinois would be withdrawn, that this matter
mijilt go to a select committee, to report on the question whe¬
ther the powers over internal improvements, comprehending
our rivers and our harbors, on the lakes and on the seaboard,
were alike to be stricken down by the Executive arm ; whe¬
ther these great and salutary powers, exercised from the foun¬
dation of the Government, by every Congress and every Pre¬
sident, were now to be blotted out forever by the Presidential
veto ; or whether they were to 5>e retained to confer, as they
had conferred, countless benefits and blessings on our com¬
mon country.

Mr. SCHENCK said : The paper which has just been
presented from the President is of a charactei so anomalous,
that it is not to be wondered at, Mr. Sjieaker, that we should
have some little tloubt and discussion as to the most appro¬
priate disposition to be made of it. It is no veto message. It is
not a communication contemplated to be made by tl.e Execu¬
tive lo Congress under any provision or clause in the consti¬
tution., His objections to a river and harbor bill passed by the
last Congress are made the pretext f«r sending his views here
now to ue in this shape.to us, a different Congre who can

engage in no legislation having reference to thut bill. And
yet it is not hard to understand the intention and ulijt ct of the
President, nor why such a message is sent here, and at this
particular time. It is "a speech from the thiei very
literally a tptcch from the throne, und nothing mo e nor less.
It is the Executive argument against internal improvements,
elaborately prepared, and then conveniently reserved until
some fitting occasion should present itself when that subject
was before ihe House for debate. If there had been any doubt
about this cunning purpose of the President, it was made ap¬
parent Ly what transpired when the message was brought
iu. One gentleman, among the friends of the Executive,
(Mr. 1 homrsicv, of Mississippi,) understood at once tin! the
Private Secretary was charged with the delivery of somethingwhich "related to the sul>ject-matter now under cons: iera-
tion, at.d so ap[>ealed to the gentleman Irom South Ca. ana
(Mr. \\ oohWakii) to yield the floor to Mr. President. And
when eoine gentleman from this side of the House, mv neigh¬bor fiom \orih Carolina, (Mr. Cu somas, ) I believe, remarked
that the c fimunicatioti " was nothing upon which the House'
could act, .>. was very significantly replied, and so leud that we
could none ol us avoid hearing, by another gentleman over
the way, tlut it " was something which would act the
Hou e, though !" I have no doubt, Mr. Speaker, It that
gentlemun has construed the object of the message wi h ad-
tunable accuracy. VI by, sir, in the annual message of th> Pre¬
sident, aent to us last week, there wns not one word to be
found in its whole protracted length.not an allution, I tii nk,
to the subject of rivers and harbors, or any improvements of
the country. My constituents, and all the people in the .Teat
interior ol the country, will be dissatisfied if not astonish- by-such omission of attention to these important interests, but
here we have the explanation ; the President was holding |i. k
to throw in his argument against these great interests when i»
might l-e supposed to have the most t iled, and he make* of
the bill ot last session, which he refused to appiove, th» ->k
to bang that argument pn. His friends have their cu1' w.
1 hese ire the orders from the palace. But will the i n.
dent Democrats of the North and West be obedient .the
royal tiehcst ' Will it "act" upon them' We shall see.
I ihink not.

Considering tLis, then, ai no more than the Executive j; ,. eh,
volunteered in the course of this debate, 1 am not entire!;, pre¬pared lo say that we should raise a select committee to ( insi¬
der and report upon it. My colleague (Mr. Vikton) n,.ikes
that proposition ; and the gentleman from Pennsylvania Mr
SrrwAHr) suggests thai such a committee should con-,.t ,,f
one member irom »ach State of the Union. I regret to feel
obi ged t» ditf; r from !>oth the*: gentlemen. I doubt if such
consideration should be given to this paper, any more tlmn
we wou'd dignify in that way any other argument niaJe in
the proves of the debate. II seems to me that the in >geshould ti.kt the ordinary course, and lie upon the table, when
there is no action of the House to be required as con*"ipiiritujonif. I have no objection lo its being printed, prmidul
no extra * yies are to be ordered. Indeed I wish to tn and
examine it further. Let us have it iu the usual shape for tiie
u*e of members. As to sending out a reply with it in the
.di.ije ol a report, if that were even,necessary, gentlemen maybe i ure thai it will at once lie made public through the news¬
paper-, either in it* entire length, or in the form of a' -tracts
of it: contents, in cases where editors or printers cannot ac
commodate the whole of it. For myself 1 want it logo ibro^d
hi d be read l>y the people. I am not afraid of iu n.'Vjei.ce,
t or of Ihe i«sui*» it in ikes against those interests an.Maims of
the country which it attacks and denounces.

Uut there is an additional reason against a refcr- en lo a
¦elect committee, in the pendency of the resolution i my col¬
league (Mr. Vixtos) to substitute for the Committee on
Commerce, two committees, me to have charge.,) foreigncommerce' and the other of commerce among the N-ii, In
i a«e of such separate commit!- e* lieing formed, the t eumittee
on c immercc among the State- would certainly be the properand appropriate one for this reference.

I.et me say a word here, Mr. Speaker, as lo tint ] r eposition>>f my colleague. He moves that the present Corn .uttee on
Commerce be made ihe committee on commerce mnnng the
Hi ites, sol would create an enliiely new ctun>oiiiee for for¬
eign c xnmeree. At a prnfter time I hhall move m, umend-
mfiit providing th it .directly the reverse lie ihe organization
and arrangement of those two Comimttei s; that il e commit*
tee as rt now exists shall I* the committee on I n,>n com
m rce, and the new one u> lie raised the committi- on COin-
meree among the Ntatcs. I find <«u/e for this in the consti¬
tution of the prevent committee, without disparagi m. nt of the
ability of any of the worthy and honorable gentlem»n u ho tom-
puseit. Looking at its coiii|khi ionil willbescii t ,|j, r.ade
up of six memt ers'fr.'in ihe At antic States, (some .f tliem*
it is true, not iintnediah ly on the seaboard,) one fr.»i the ex
'reinciSouthwci.1, and two only out of the nine from the West
|>r> |>er. There is in la t fou d upon it but one simile memlier
rrpiesi iving country on toe Mississippi, the Missouri the
Ohio, or any ol tin ir tribntsiirs, utile-* indeed In that cate¬
gory we place the hoi orsble g* i tleinan from I. .msiana, (MrCitinon it x,) who his heretofore no worthily occupied a

pl-i e on the Committee on Commerce, und whom I have l»e-
to e meuti ned as coining Hum the extreme Southwest.

Hot to the oicmmrc I rt gret that I did i ot hear it more
distinctly as it has b en read from Ihe Clerk's desk It atruck
trie, as far as I was Able lo uather any thing ol ii. contents, as
being fo> the most part a serving up and elaborate pr. Mentation
of the old arguments against ihe existence of any power of Con-
gr so to laki care ol the ^ e o mmiiik ri nil ami interior interests
ol I lie country. IJut it c< naiily eoi.tair.s one thing that I heard,

which, as far as I know, is entirely new. We have had various
tent*) proposed from time to time,'on the part of those opposed to
internal improvements, for determining whether appropriations
from the National Treasury and their application to such ob¬
ject* were constitutional or not. There is the chemical test
referred to to-day, making all to depend upon the fact whether
the waters to be improved are salt or lresh. Then, connected
with that, is what I would call the icthyologicai test, whether
the lish which frequent the harbors or rivers, where you would
expend your tpotiey, aie from the sea or found only in fresh
water. There is a meteorological test sometimes proposed,
to be found by watching the course of the tides and the dis¬
tance to which they ascend ; and Gen. Jackson, less contract¬
ed in his views of the constitution than " Young Hickory,"
was willing to expend money freely for these purposes, to only
ihsit it should all be below a port of entry. That was a Irgia-
lative tot, and a very convenient one too, inasmuch as Con-'
gres* lias power by law to establish a port of entry where it
will, even though it should be at the s urce of the smallest
creek, or on the top ridge of the Alleghany mountains! We
have also the geographical tea', which determines the consti¬
tutionality ot a work upon the question whether it lies within
a Stale, or is cut by the dividing line of two or more. And
1 know not how many more of these solvents of constitutional
doubts and difficulties there may be ; but the President has
now hit on one that is surely a novelty. If a patent is to be
taken out for the discovery, I trust that no one will interfere
with his claim. In that part of his message which seems to
treat of the definition of the terms " river" and " harbor," and
to be, a* far as I could hear and understand, a sort of lecture
therefore on the elements of geography, and after he has taken
the bold ground that you cannot help nature at all, can make
no improvements in aid of navigation, he comes to the conclu¬
sion that the constitutional difficulty is here : a harbor or
iimv 'm- L- J"*-!' Jiiuugu to admit a schooner, but then
you have no right to deepen it so as to admit ships of heavier
burden ; and there is no power, where a boat can go in, to do
any thing which might let in a schooner!

Hereafter, then, the constitution is to be measured only by
line and lead. [A laugh.] A vessel with a deep keel must
take care lest it run against one of these constitutional shoals;
but one of your flat-bottomed coasters might get into the same
harbor and ride securely under the protection of the supreme
law, the great organic law of the United States. It would bother
gentlemen exceedingly, I think, to decide the character
and constitutional privileges of one of those centre board ves¬
sels to be found on the lakes and in the bays on the Atlantic
coast, in which the constitution could be let up or down
[laughter] at the pleasure of the navigator. Hereafter all
vessels that navigate along the shores of the United States,
whether of tho lakes or the ocean, instead of a chart, should
he provided with a copy of this message, and your man in
the bows, as in the approach to land he comes to soundings,
must heave the lead as before, but instead of the usual sailor
cries, "by the deep six"." by the mark fiveJ'."quarter
less four".mastery, "con uti-tu-tion-al"." un-con-nti-tu-
tion-ai'.as he measures the depth of water over which he is
sailing into port. [General merriment.] Then, at that last
fearful cry of warning, " Put your helm down hard," will
shout Skipper Polk. And so will not only your little ven¬
turous coaster, but the ship of state itself, be saved from wreck
upon the shoals of the constitution It will he no objection,
I suppose, that your constitutional powers, under this rule of
navigation, will have to rise and fall with the tide.

Mr. Speaker, I repeat, this is a rare anJ new test or dis¬
covery as to constitutional appropriations ; and perhaps there
may be in this, if in nothing else, an argument for sending
the message to a select committee. Perhaps further examin¬
ation will lead to-other discoveries of views equally novel and
important.

In truth, we have n»w at last ascertained what system of
" protection" our President, and those of his party who think
with him, are willing to favor. Not protection by pioviding
for the safety of the lives and the property of the people, ex¬

posed to the perils of inlaad or seaboard navigation, any more
than protection of their labor by discriminating legislation on
another subject; but the snags and rocks, and sandbars in
your rivers, the bars which obstruct the entrance to your har¬
bors, all these are to have extended over them, according tP
this modern creed of democratic construction, the protecting
regis 9f the constitution *

I might say something here, Mr. Speaker, on what some

may consider a slight inconsistency in the views of the Ex¬
ecutive, whofindssuch formidable, such insupi rablc objections
to expending a single dollar for works of improvement at home,
and for the development of the great resources of our country,
and nevertheless instructs his commissioner in Mexico to ne¬

gotiate with the Government of that Republic (il he can find any
there) to sccure 4thc right of way across the isthmus of Tc-
huantepec. (Mr. S. said he hoped he pronounced the name of
the place correctly. We should all learn better, he sup¬
posed, when we g< l some Mexican representative* here.not
such " Mexicans" as gentlemen over the way have sometimes
been pleased to hint at.but real Mexican*, direct from the
"Halls of the Montezuma-*," coming here to take their
seats in a Congress of the United States. They would per.
hips teach us thick tongued Anglo-Saxons to give due utter¬
ance to what seem now, to s.ime of us, very stiauge and hard
words. And he was more particularly anxious about it, as
he enjoyed the distinguished honor of l>eing chairman of the
Committee on Roads and Canals, and, for aught he knew,
that part of the message might yet be inferred to that committee.
From that other executive light, the second officer in the
Government, the public has learijcd that this right of way over
the isthmus is wanted for the purpose of digging a canal. And
now here is a Presideut who cannot let our little coasting ves¬
sels go along the shores of our States without a risk of their
stranding on the constiiution, but who is able to overleap a

quarter of the continent and find authority to dig a carta! to
connect the waters of the Atlantic and Pai itit oceans!
And now a word about one of those other tests of the con¬

stitutionality of works of interna! improvement. Some decide
that there can be nospproprjption which is to be exjiended on

any work lying entirely within the limits of a single State.
Such work, they say, is necessarily local. Let mc meet this
common objection, and illustrate what it leads to by one or
two plain instances. There is the proposed canal around the
falls at the Sault Ste. Marie. As the settlements on Lake
8u|*rior increase, and the great mineral wealth of that region
is more and more made available, there is no improvement so

short arid easy of construction as a ship canal at that point,
which would so immensely affect the interests of a large sec¬

tion of this Union It is not only New York, Pennsylvania,
Ohio, Michigan, and the country generally near the lower
lakes, that is to be benefited by such a work, but through
them all the commerce of the Enst, the West, and the whole
country. All will be deeply interested in clearing from ob-
stiurtion arid keeping oj>eii any such great avenue of trade
and travel. And yet that contemplated work lies all within
the State of Michigan, and would be termed local, and not
within the purview of national legislation and appropriation.
And there, also, is the canal around the falls of the Ohio.
It lies only in Kentucky, cutting no dividing line of Stales.
Hut the whole Mississippi valley is deeply interested in that
work ; and the Mississippi valley is the granary of the Union.
Every barrel of flour or of pork, every pound of tobacco or of
hemp, and all the rich productions which float down the Oiiio
from upper Kentucky and Indians, from Ohio, Virginia, and
Pennsylvania, pay tribute to that canal. The tariff of tolls
imposed there is laid upon every package of all tho vasf amount
of merchandise ascending to the tipper country; upon all the
sugnr, cotton, and other staples of the South. Is not the'
people of the whole wide country, as well as every farmer
and trader in fhe interior States, inlc.'ested in having that
channel of Commerce made a free national thoroughfare '

Then the navigable waters of the Maumce river and bay, in
Northwestern Ohio, they say, must not l>e improved, because
lying altogether within the limits of my State. Vet, if the
line* of the States into which the INorthwestern territory was
divided had bftn ruu cast and west, instead of north and
south, as th»-y nre ; or il" the border difficulty between Ohio
and Miclugah had boen settled otliei wise than it wax, improve¬
ments there would have been perfectly constitutional. And
yet, in one case as in the other, the same population, the
same country, the same interests would lie affected and bene¬
fited by the improvement. Why, Mr. Shaker, in one sense

every work of internal improvement rr.ay Is? said to be local.
There is no disputing the truism that every river, every ca¬

nal, every roatl, every harjior and bay, must Is' totnewhtrc.
Out these things must bd considered in their connexions, and
in relation to the extent of country and population to be af¬
fected by them. That is the true test; and ili considered in
that light, they are national in their character, I know of no
more judicious and wholesome use of the tre,i«uru of the na¬
tion than to foster, eiicourige, and provide for them. Of this
nationality of a work, or an appropriation, Congress must at
last be the judge. It is the same sort iff discretion which
they must exercise in every other instance of the use of power
conferred uj* n the legislative department; arid I am sun-
there is nothing to be justly called latitudinarian or dangerous
in the opinion, as applied to this or nnv kindred subject.

Sir, I have no wish, strongly as I Irtvor ti.is system of in¬
ternal improvements, to see appropriations marie fm any but
whflt I deem to be works of really national ini|s>rlancc and
interest. Neither.do I desire to sec the interests of the East
and the West or the South separated, or treated as if antago¬
nistic to each other. On the contrary, I deprecate any such
feelings
What I have said of rivers and harbors applies equally to

roads and canals.-if only they be shown to !». works proj>rrfor national consideration and undertaking. I nrn not'one of
those other modern constructionists who Is !i vc (bat the con-
stilutiori is not amphibious. It has life and energy to pro-
mote the prosperity of the country on lam1 as well as on wi-
ter.on the great table lands of the interior, as well as along
the sexcoast, the shores of hikes, or the channels of rivers.

I would contract no debt for these works. My colleague
(Mr. Vivto*) has, with his usual ability, triumphantly an-
swi ml that portion of the message In which the President
charys that if the system of improvements Imd been pursued,
as conducted under formi r Administrations, th- country would
now have been involved in 11 debt of two hundred millions.
It was in »st clearly proved that there has never been n party
favoring internal improvements who were wiling jo liorrow
mo'iey for conducting ihem. Nor is tho |Hi«iiiori shak«n by
the reply of the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Uaili ) He

instances the course of the several States, and says that they
borrowed money, expended it in improvement*, and became
overwhelmed in debt, and in acme cases were brought to repu¬
diation. Let me, iu pawing, here remark, as I do moat
proudly, that that charge can never attach to my «wn State.
Although Ohio baa been among the foremost in great works
of internal improvement, and has contracted debt for that pur¬
pose, she has paid the interest always ou her bonds with ea-
tire punctuality and untarnished honor, and provides also a

sinking fund to discharge, as it shall be due, the principal \
and her i>eople are ready to submit to any burden of taxation
which may be necessary to keep up her fair fame. But the
gentleman from Virginia says that because the Stales so in¬
volved themselves, the General Government must have done
the same ; »ud by that proposition he would sustain the Pres¬
ident's assertion. That is, if the United Slates had borrowed
money and gone in debt, why then the^ would have been 111
debt!

.But the gentleman from SoiIflT"Carolina (Mr. Khett) u
alarmed al the suggestion that a committee of this House 01
a home department, if one should be established.might en¬

gage in the collection of statistics with a view to these inter¬
nal improvements. And what if that should be done It is
but collecting information upon which to legislate understand-
ingly. There is no cause to fear that inquisition which he
apprehends. There needs no domiciliary visita to learn the
resources of a country, its productions, its wants, the elements
of its trade and prosperity. If the power to regulate com¬
merce among the Stales is in Congress.and it cannot be de¬
nied, for there it stands recorded and grouted iu terms in 'ho
constitution.then all the power to collect the necessary in¬
formation for acting wisely in the exercise ofsuch power lollows
asa necessaiy incident. It is so in other tilings. At this verv
. in..., UI tt»»w» jears past, the President has under
appointment, and in the employ of Government, at least two
parties.oue under the direction, I remember, of Dr. Dale
Owen.making a topographical survey of the lands in the
far West.in that new proposed territory of Miriesota, and the
great wilderness south ol Lake Superior. Why are they
there, and how engaged ? They are ascertaining the heights
of mountains, the qualities of soil, seeking for beds of ore, and
studying the geological formation, as well as the external liga¬tures of that wild and distant part of the public domain. VY e
have had through the Executivo, and are still to have, reportsof their proceedings. 1 make no objection to it. But whence
came su?h power in the Executive, or in any department of
this Government, as would authorize expeditions of this kind
We have power to legislate, and the President has power to
act, in leference to the pioper management and disposition of
the public lands. In order to legislate wisely and judiciously,
ami to manage these lands properly, it is required to have in^formation in regard to them.their situation, character, and
quality. The procuring by such means this information is
incident to action on the main subject. But these are "sta-
tistics" of which the gentleman from Soutji Carolina has such
dread. Why, sir, it would seem as if-that gentleman could
neo in each one of these innocent surveyors and scientific gen¬
tlemen, as he trudges through the swamps out there, or climbs
the hill sides, with his barometer swung at his back, an
armed enemy of our country 5 and when one of them, in
his qcologicol researches, goes pecking with his little hammer
among the rocks and stones to sec whether he tinds gneiss, or
sandstone, or lime, he frightens a strict constructionist as il
he were battering away at the foundations of our constitu-
tional liberty

. ."I understand, Mr. Speaker, too, that this President, so

squeamish about constitutional power, has sent a party of naval
officers to survey, explore, and bring home a report of the
character and peculiarities of the shores and waters of the Dead
Sea! Well, it may be all right; but where gets he power
for that1 He cannot find warrant, it seems, for surveying
one of our own magnificent lakes. If it be not altogether
(Quixotic, it would seem that he must have some other object
than the purposes of commerce or navigation in view in such
an eSpedition-; perhaps he has heard of and hunts for those
Dead Sea fruits, which we are told look fair to the eye but
turn to ashes on the lip, like many of the fruits of the modern
Democracy which he professes.

All the powers needed for works of improvement, says the
President, are with the States, and by them only should be ex-
erciaed, if at all, however national the object. And, as I un-
derstanil the argument, he seeks to prove the efficiency as well
as the propriety of this State system, as opposed to the exer-
rise of any power by Congress," by pointing to the examples ol
Virginia and South Carolina and other States, whose legisla¬
tion for such purposes he cites. Sir, I wish to say nothing
disparaging of any State, old or new ; to make no invidious
comparisons. But it will surprise, I know, the people of the
West if we are to understand that the President means to en-
force his view of the better plan and system of improvement
l>y tlie example of Virginia, for instance Ciod bless the Old
Dominion ! She is identified with much of the best history
of our common country, and I wish her all prosperity ; but
we can hardly be persuafied to take her, with hei abstractions
upon these great questions, and her practical working under
them, as our guide. There is not a State in the 1 nion more
blessed by Heaven with abundance of natural resources for
prosperity ; but we cannot regard her as an instance of the
best development of those lesources in her institutions and
public works. Perhaps it may be that we arc too utilitarian
in my part of the country. Born in the West and educated
with the habits of thought which prevail there, it may be that
I regard too highly a spirit of progressive energy, stimulating
to the development and improvement of all the capacities of
our country and people, and leaning to the most liberal con¬
struction of the powers of the General Government. The \ ir-
ginian may be wist r who prefers to sit down and indulge rather
in s|>eculaiioii upon and opposition to the exercise of what he
conceives to be doubtful powers. His political emblem, j*r-
liaps, should be Memory, looking back upon the past, and
thus, with eye averted from her path, running a hazard of
blundering as she advances. 1 confess that I prefer, for my
State, that more cheerful goddess Hope, who gazes eagerly
int.! the future, and cares little lor the past, except as it mayafforJ firm ground from which to leap again and more vigo¬
rously forward.
Ti e debate being rraumed on Thursday. .

Mi. PETTIT said that he wished to detain the House
only for a short time. To reason was the province of man.
To reason rightly indicates, in the first place, a well-formed
intellect; and, in the second place, a highly-cultivated and
improved one. But to adhere [>ertinaciously to those opinions which were formed early in life, closing the mind to the
light of experience, was characteristic of the dogmatist, and
was unworthy of an intelligent being. The position which
he occupied on the Question involved iu this message was to
him an unpleasant one ; for, of all things, it was most plea¬
sant for him to agree with those with wh >in he desiied to
agree with those of whose course he had an intense and ar-
dent desire to approve. Nothing but the sternest dictates of
dutv settled, as he thought, on well-founded considerations.
had brought him to differ from the conclusion* and reasoningsof the message under consideration. If any one man more
than another had ardently wished and laboriously exerted him¬
self to bring into power the present incumbent of the Execu¬
tive chnir, he might claim that for himself, though probablyhe had not labored so effectually as some others. Nor was
there any member of this House that more cordially agreed
with the Administration in all iis prominent measures lhan
he did. That distinction he might also claim for himself;
and he cordially concurred with the Administration in itsmea-

* sures in regard to our commercial relations, our impost duties,
the tariff law of lR4f>, and the annexation of Texas. There
was no man there that would give a heartier and more cordial
support to the war which we are and have been waging, and
which thus far had resulted to the glory of our arms and the
honor of our country. In these thing-, he was an ardent and
consistent supporter of the Administration. Others might
eluim (or themselves a devotion to some particular measure, or
to some distinctive policy of the country ; but he claimed for
himself to be a supporter of the Administration in all its pro
minent measures. He had laboriously defended them and
pertinaciously adhered tothem from a consciousness of their be¬
ing right; r.nd it was from these considerations ami this course
of reasoning that he had come to the conclusion to differ from
the argument contained in this message. Here was a sub¬
ject which, of all other;, was deeply interesting to bis consti¬
tuents j duty, therefore, imposed on him th«» necessity frank¬
ly and boldly to make known lo the countrj what his views
were. But allegations and assertions did not amount to ar¬

guments and reasons. Dogmas, how often soever ottered,
could never have the force ot irulh. What, then, were the
conclusions of this mes-age ' It had been «uiid by some that
thev were debating this message in the d*rk. Perhaps he had
heard as much of this message as others, and perhaps from
that source, add information obtained from others, he had as

good an understanding of it as any other gentleman ; and, i.
he understood the arguments and conclusions of this message,it was now for the fir.^t time that the Kx'CUtive gave to Con¬
gress a total denial of the pouter.of the power of either Home,
or of the two Houses combined, or of the General Government
in nil its branches.to make anv ov. nwnts whereby the
commerce of tlie country should be protected from the billows
and breakers, and transports! in safety. understood the
p.s-ition assumed by the Pre ident was, that such power dt.r
not exist in the General Government. Once he had under¬
stand the President of th. se United Slates to be in favor of
improving *alt-wutcr hftrb<»rt on Atlantic nn" our Rf,,Al
rivers, and erecting lighthouses for the guidance of mam »rs

and the protection of our commerce 'I ha' power, how* vcr,
w as now denied by this nv singe, as he understcs , n 't < n y
in the interior but on the seaboard also. Such be um »rsto<s
to be the conclusions <>f tbis m< ?.<><(,e ; such were its Jr' *

and all. gallons He (Mr. P.) wa< not in favor ot a wild am
extravagant system of improvements, i e who won i

sorb a system would aet ra-hly and iinprmb ntly ; »ut ton ny
the right to make any improvements was to deny a rig it w if i

wis inalienable He yistcrdny heard a w<l!-known sin
voice argne on this subject, and it seemet I to him a ij «

was no distinction drawn between power ami p'O" em e «

twen a right and the ability t«. exercise that right. e < <

Hired here lo draw that .listmetion, and, in commenting on

thin niersage, he should use no embittered language towa'< «

the President of the I miled Ht»ies. He wished to exercise an
unrestiicte I reason, and the right to reason with eqna ree-
dorn he readily yielded to others.

I He did not understand the Preaident-of the United States
to admit that any clause of the constitution gave them this
power. The President took the ground in utter defiance of
such power, and denied its existence at all. He sent in his
veto a year ago, based on the principle of public policy the
want of money, all the resources of this Government being rej
quired for the proper and prudent management of the war
with Mexico; and, if the President had now assigned that as

a reason for not giving his assent to this bill, he (Mr. P.) would
have listened to him with deference. But when the President
told them that they had not the power to clear out an inlet or
improve a harbor, he begged leave to say that he dill'ered from
the President.

, , ,He did not agree with gentlemen who had taken part in
this debate,'who had asserted the right, under the clause con-

ferring power to regulate commercu, to make artificial chan-
nels of communication. They had the power to regulate com¬
merce with foreign nations and between the States ; and the

i gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Kiif.tt) yesterday took
the ground that this power did not confer the authority to re-

gulate commerce, unless it passed from one State to another.
That gentleman said that every vessel on these rivers and the
Atlantic of twenty tons burden must be registered. Now
take an illustration. If a vessel of a hundred tons sailed from
Louisville to Maysville, in Kentucky, not touching Ohio at
all, that need not be registered, according to the act of Con-
gress. So, if they passed from Cleveland to Sandusky, must
not the vessel be registered > No : it was not commerce with
foreign nations, nor between the several States, an.l this (go¬
vernment was not entrusted with it at all. Now, he should
not insist that, by virtue of the clause giving power to regu¬
late commerce, they had authority to improve all the harbors
and rivers and inlets of the country ? but the question was,
whether, by any and all of the clauses of the constitution,
they had authority to improve a "harbor, river, lake, or inlet,
for any purpose whatever ? Because one clause of the con¬
stitution does not authorize it, it did not follow that another
did not. Had they, then", the power ? It was not a question
of expediency, but of power. He was an advocate of pru-
dence now, and prudence forever ; but what was their power ?
He believed it was good constitutional doctrine, that, when¬
ever a subject was givetrin charge, all necessary measures to
carry it out were rightful and proper. What was necessary
now, he admitted, might not be necessary ten or twenty years
hence. But the point to which ho wished to address him¬
self was, that, where power existedjin the constitution over
any subject, there existed also all the necessary power, as an
incident, to carry it o^t. Under what authority had this Go¬
vernment erected the marble palace yonder for the General
Post Office ? Under the power to establish pos-t offices and
post roads. It wfts necessary to have a place in which to
transact the business of the Post Office .Department. And
again, if no power existed to employ a mail carrier, because
there was no specific grant of such power, the authoritywould exist to establish post offices and post roads, but there
would be no power to carry out the business of the Post Office
Department.

But, further, by what authority was the palace or chateau
erected in which the Piesident lives ? By what power was
the gpaciodt. temple in which they were now assembled built 1

There was no specific grant of power for either. It was an
incident to the power to establish a Government. But it ap-
peared that this power was denied for fear of extravagance.
Expenditures must be kept within reasonable bounds. Our
predecessors erected this stately mansion for the meetings of
Congress, but, according to the doctrine now maintained, it
ou^ht not to have been erected. What but extravagance
brought those marble pillars here, and the other marble de¬
corations about this spacious hull ? Coarser material would
have answered the same purpose. Now, was it really true
that they had no power to make a building at all, lest they
should be extravagant and involve themselves in debt > But,
in the fulness of time, when our population shall have in¬
creased, the resources of this country shall have been develop¬ed, and we shall have become the greatest, the happiest, and
the wealthiest country on earth, who shall say that this Gov-
vernment may not erect a temple of gold f

The power, he maintained, was indisputable. Now,
how were these remarks applicable to the subject before them '

They were designed to show that when a power was given,
the means to exercise that power were necessarily incidental
to it Here in the constitution, in a few words, it was said
Congress should have power to declare war, but there wasno
power given to make peace. Power was given to raise and
maintain armies, but where is the authority to clothe tbem ?
Was it not necessarily indicated ? If it were not so, how
could they aim the soldiers they had the power to raise }

.Must they continue to use the old guns which were borne in
the revolutionary war ? By what power could this Govern¬
ment purchase paixhan guns for the public service ' There
was no such specific grant of power in the constitution.
How, then, could it be done by the general power to rai.-e
and maintain armies ? Where was the power invested *

Again, how could they build large and magnificent fortifica¬
tions ? How maintain large ship yaids and build docks '

What portion of the constitution authorized it ' There is
rio such specific grant of power. But all these things were

necessary appliances to enable this Government to carry out
the powers which it undoubtedly jiossessed, lor they were
specifically given. If this modern doctrine were correct, he
would ask by what power given by the constitution they were
enabled to move their army from place to place } It was byvirtue of the genetal War power. The war power of this
Government was unlimited. But, again, anothtr illustration.
This Government had large manufactures of arms and mu¬
nitions of war at Harper's Ferry and other places, but bywhat power did they transport them to the different sections
of the Uuion ? Could they employ carts and railroads lor
their transportation to the places where the soldiers stood ready
to receive them, and anxious, with them, to defend their
country' Yes, the war power clothed them with all necessa¬

ry authority to u« all the means requisite to accomplish the
end. But there is no power, says the President, given by the
constitution to the General Government to clear out rivers and
harbors, or remove a log from a ro.id ; that this must be done
by the individual Slates. Well, suppose then, in the trans¬
mission of munitions of war through one of those States which
was eternally oppoang the war, it should lie found that a road
was blocked up by logs ; the Stale refusing to remove the ob¬
structions arid the General Government without constitutional
power to do it, what was to be done > This was a plain and fa¬
miliar illustration, but it was one which clearly showed that, if
the positions now assumed were correct, in time of war our
cities on the seaboard might bo beaten down into ruins, because
this Government possessed not the constitutional power to cut
a log out of a road. And so it would be with every thing
else. It was granted that they had jiower to make guns of
various descriptions, and had they not power to transport them
to such sections of the country as might require them ? Must
they lie where they were made f They had certainly no con¬
stitutional authority to remove them, according to these modern
constructions of that instrument, if they could have nothing
done by incidental power. They could not transport arms
and enlisted men from New York to Pittsburg, in Pennsylva¬
nia, and thence to New Orleans, by the Ohio and Mississippi
rivers, for there was nothing about that in the constitution.
Frequently men and arms were shipped from Pittsburg down
the Ohio ; and suppose a vessel so employed geU "snagged,"
or a tree had fallen into the river and obstructed i's passage,
where was the constitutional power to remove the obstruction '

Suppose this transportation and this otntruction should oc¬
cur duiing our war with Mexico, in an emergency, was the
Government to wait until some State authority should clear
tho course for the passage of the vessel and our troops, that
they might meet the well-organized a-ms of Mexico > Sueh
a position was ridiculous, and yet the reasonings of the mes-
?aae come precisely to that. Gentlemen might say that, in
an emergency, the Government might exercise this power;
but where, h«i would ask them, was the grant of power ' If
this power was possessed in one case, it *».' possessed in all.
This was the inevitable consequence of the rca-oning of those
whose sigunvnts and conclusions he w>» reviewing.

But if this power to remove impediments exist at all, when
shall they l>e removed * Is it a question of time ' Shell it
1* done when the Government starts its vwm I, or a week be¬
fore, a year, or twenty years ' The Father of his <,'ountiy
had left them the advice "in time of peace to prepare for
war ."'and if these things could be done as on incident of the
war power, could they not bo done when war was not upon
us, in the exercise of their judgment, wli(^-^<ri'>-'hl 'hem to
be always ready for war > If not, by what powei could they
erect barrsc ks" iu time of jieaco ' If they could erect bar¬
racks, cou d they not nmke roads passable, over which their
troops might p*»s ?

Why might not they determine this question for them-
selves ' Iii case of a war with Gieat ILitairi, should we not
be attacked on the northeast .-oust, on the St. T. iwrenee, and
on the Lakes > On ihat thinly-settled and ill-protected fron¬
tier, it mu>-t lie evident to all sagacious siatesm^n that the at¬
tack must coim-; and could they not now rrvikc ci/tracl* for
the transportation ot munitions of war ; could they not now
build b itieries ; or must they wait until the attack really came ?
He understood that bill* had been signed by the President

making appropriations for the erection and mainbnaice of
lighthouse-' But under what authority d"fn the President
sanction appiopria'iona for lighth' u«cs, which are to aid com¬
merce * It "i e thing could lie done to aid commerce, could
not another thing be done loo ' If lighthor»es and beacons
could In; erected to guide commercial vetrels into particularchannels could not obstruction* be rp.novul from thoie chan¬
nels to which the vessels were directed '

At ibis point of Mr. Pi.ttit's remarks, and be'o:e he hod
concluded diem, he was interrupted ly a m<»s;>gc from the
Senate formally announcing the d< ath <>f 'he Hon. J*ssm
Si-KiriHT, late a Senator from the rotate of Mi*si«nppi, who
died at his r»»idetice during the ie< esso( t 'ongross ; where-
iifMip, alter a brie! »ulogy of the deceased by Mr I tti»*iemir,
of Mi sissippi, the II "Use passed the customary resolutions of
reflect an'l then ai'jourmd.
9 The Sei.Hte's | roi e< dings of Thwrdsy presented nothing
of paitieulnr uiten m beyond the annouticeiDent of the event
wh cl> we have ju-t mentioned i ami «li I ridny lliere was but
little do. o in the House exiept the annunciation of the deathI of the Hon Gm.hokC. Uiio^oorat. late a Representative
from Virginia, who (ilso died ot his residence dining the ra¬
ce js ol Congress.


